
INSTRUMENT LENDING PROGRAM APPLICATION
The Maestro Foundation supports developing young musicians in need through its Instrument Lending Program. This 
expanding collection comprises over 80 professional quality violins, violas, celli and bows. Maestro’s instruments are 
loaned to students attending the finest music schools and conservatories. This program facilitates their development 
during the most critical stages and transitions in their careers.  

Instrument and bow loans are granted for the duration of a young musician’s education and for an individually specified 
one-year grace period following graduation. Recipients are responsible for the proper care and maintenance of the 
instrument/bow and its insurance coverage. They are also responsible for informing the Maestro Foundation of changes 
in contact information, activities and honors, and any instrument issues.  

Guidelines 
Applicants must be enrolled in a performance degree or diploma program through a conservatory or university. Though 
Maestro’s focus is on college-level musicians, younger students who show promise and potential may be considered, 
provided they fit the criteria.  

Instrument loans are granted based on the following qualifications: 
• The student must have chosen a career goal of being a professional musician
• The student must currently have an instrument that is hindering his or her musical development
• The student must demonstrate financial limitations that hinder him or her from being able to buy a better

instrument
• The student must be recommended by his or her music instructor

How to Apply 
A completed application consists of three parts: a teacher recommendation, a written application, and a recorded 
audition. Before the student contacts the Maestro Foundation, the primary music teacher should submit the 
recommendation form detailing the student’s fulfillment of the aforementioned criteria. Applications lacking a 
teacher recommendation will not be considered. 

Applicants must complete and submit an application form, along with the first page of their federal tax return and a 
headshot to the Maestro Foundation. Dependants must submit the first page of their parent or guardian's federal tax 
return.  

In the recorded audition, the applicant must demonstrate excellence in the following repertoire: 

• One movement of solo Bach repertoire (without accompaniment)

• One movement of a contrasting work from the standard repertoire

Applicants will receive an e-mail confirmation once all application materials are received. Determinations for loans 
will be based on teacher recommendation, the applicant’s fulfillment of the selection criteria, and instrument 
availability. Additional factors such as an applicant’s character, reliability, accomplishments, and talent will be taken 
into consideration without discrimination as to national origin, sexual orientation, race, gender, or religion.  

Questions regarding the application process or Instrument Lending Program may be sent to: 

Aaron Sanders
The Maestro Foundation 

P.O. Box 716 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 

310-453-2536 | aaron@maestrofoundation.org

Both selections should be memorized. 



Personal Information 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name       First Name     Middle Initial 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Home/Permanent Address    City   State  Zip Code 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Primary Phone     E-mail Address 

School Information 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
School Name 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
School Address     City   State  Zip Code 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instrument    Teacher Name    Degree Program  Expected Grad Date 

Applying for: Bow Instrument Both 

Please submit an electronic version of a publicity photograph and a copy of your driver’s license, passport photo, or other 
government ID with this application. 

Written Responses 
Please describe your current instrument/bow and discuss in detail its limitations. 

Student Application 



Please describe any financial, familial, or other extenuating circumstances that prevent you from acquiring a professional-quality 
instrument/bow. Additionally, please attach the first page of the student’s or parent/guardian’s federal tax return.  

Please submit your artist bio. 

Along with this application, please submit a 500-800 word Musician’s Personal Statement (in a separate document).
See Appendix A for guidelines.  

By signing below I certify that all statements made in this application are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Signed          Dated 



• 

• 

• 

1 Adapted from an original document created by the Eastman School of Music. 

https://iml.esm.rochester.edu/careers/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/04/GradAdm-Personal-Statement-Tip-Sheet.pdf
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